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Personal Learning Experiences 
As an immigrant student, studying abroad has been a challenge due to the pressures from students in majority groups and the impact of stereotyping. When I joined this high school, my aim was to succeed academically and foster my chances of advancing my career. However, these objectives have been met with numerous incidents and encounters from students, staff, and other stakeholders in the institution. Considering that English is not my first language, most of the students saw me as an illiterate student. This was a challenge to me because it hurt my feelings that students from foreign counties were stereotyped as poor learners. This was saddening because it was my qualifications, which enabled me to be enrolled in this institution. 
Most of the time when I went for advice from a teacher, they mocked me in front of other students and teachers, making me to feel like an outcast. Although I had exemplary grades in other subjects, English scores were dragging my grades down. When I decided to report my problem to the Head of English Department, I was pleased by her attitude towards me because she encouraged me and told me that I could do well in the subject too. She guided me on ways to improve my scores on the subject. 
As an immigrant, learning a new culture was a major challenge. This meant that I had to abandon the ideologies of our culture and adopt the western lifestyles. Blending into this new lifestyle was overwhelming as it required a change of the dressing code, food, communication, and even interacting with other members of society. In the process of mastering a new culture altogether, I was also under the pressure of retaining aspects of my native culture because my parents insisted that it was the determining factor of who we were. The freedom of free speech was also not upheld in the institution. Due to Islamic blasphemy, it was hard for me to communicate with other students, which lowered my understanding of their culture. 
Also, I have experienced financial problems as a student. My parents were not financially stable because only my father was working. This meant that I had to join a public school where bilingual students showed a declining academic performance compared to monolingual students. English being the first language meant that bilingual and multilingual students experienced challenges learning major concepts, which were taught in English. Because my English was rusty, understanding most of the concepts taught in class was difficult, which significantly affected my performance. 
My learning experiences are linked to the issues that are explored in Submission Part 1, because they show the oppression against females and how people use others’ background to define them. Due to my gender, I was exposed to different challenges, which helped me realize that high school education was a challenging stage in life. Similar to Mila's experiences, I was vulnerable to other people due to my gender and beliefs. In this context, the appearance of person is used to define them rather than understanding their realities. My rights to be a student were infringed based on cultural preferences and sensitivity. The freedom of free speech was also inhibited due to the belief that people from Islamic backgrounds are aggressive. My experiences, i.e., inability to communicate freely, and hate speech towards people of my background are consistent with the negative cultural perspectives that the American society has developed towards immigrants over the years. My learning experiences were a stepping stone to understanding how people from different backgrounds are perceived and the approaches they can employ to make their experiences less severe.  
The concept of universalism is also a major theme that is addressed in Submission Part 1. In this context, there are some cultures that do not promote freedom of speech and expression. The Islamic religion believes that these rights violate their religious doctrines. For instance, in Mila’s case, she is insulted and attacked due to her expression about the Muslim. In the institution I was faced with cultural dilemma considering that it was against the Islamic religion to engage in some activities. This challenge can be addressed by having laws that govern the international community. Additionally, these laws should protect the rights and freedoms of people regardless of their origin. 
Having religious beliefs is not a crime. However, it is essential to have beliefs that are within the morals of society. Not believing in Islam does not mean that it is necessary to alienate them. On the contrary, it is critical to establish connections, which can promote peace and unity among religions.
I believe that it is important for people from the west and east to come together and enhance cultural integration, allowing people to understand the cultures of others. Appreciating other cultures will play a major role in protecting the rights of victims of religious beliefs. It is not necessary for western cultures to adopt Islamic blasphemy prohibitions, however, allowing them to act in accordance to the norms and practices of other cultures will promote mutual coexistence and safer societies. 
